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250
Engine Receives Message from Editor Declining to Open File
(- 252
Engine Generates First Message to User About Partial File |~
Opening 254

Engine Receives User Message Assenting to Partial File Opening ™\ 256

Engine Sends Second Message to User Requesting Input Range (258

Engine Sends Third Message to Editor with Input Range \-260

FIG. 2A
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LIMITING DISPLAY CONTENT IN EDITOR
FOR LARGE DATA VOLUMES

BACKGROUND

Embodiments ofthe present invention relate to data storage
and handling, and in particular to methods and apparatuses
limiting display content in an editor for large data volumes.
Unless otherwise indicated herein, the approaches described
in this section are not prior art to the claims in this application
and are not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this section.

With the advent of smart devices and reduced memory
cost, the volumes of data that are stored and accessed in
databases, are growing in size. While useful in many contexts,
the availability of such “big data” can offer challenges to
conventional data handling techniques.

For example, various different editors that can be utilized
to open and display the content of a data file. Examples of
such editors include but are not limited to those able to access
delimited text files (.txt) in which the TAB character (ASCII
character code 009) typically separates each field of text, and
those editors able to access comma separated values text
files (.csv) in which the comma character (,) typically sepa-
rates each field of text.

Typically, many such editors do not support access to files
containing large volumes of data. In such cases, attempting to
access a file having a large volume of data, likely results in an
error message indicating that the file is too big to be opened by
the editor.

In many applications, however, a user does not need access
to the entire, complete contents of a file. Instead, the user may
be satisfied to access only to a subset of the file content. Under
such circumstances, however, the user is still precluded by the
editor from accessing even a limited volume of data. Instead,
user access to any data remains entirely blocked by the error
message.

SUMMARY

A computer system comprises an engine interposed
between a user and an editor. The engine is configured to
receive those messages from the editor denying user access to
large data files. In response to receipt of such a message from
the editor, the engine is configured to communicate a first
message to the user asking whether the user desires to open a
subset of the file contents using the editor. Upon receipt of an
affirmative message from the user, the engine is configured to
communicate a second message to the user seeking input on
a size of the file subset that is to be accessed. Such file subset
size may be expressed in terms of number of pages, page
ranges, number of characters, % of the entire file size, or
various other criteria. In certain embodiments, this second
message may provide a default range to the user. The engine
then communicates to the editor, a third message specifying a
size of the subset of data that is to be provided. In certain
embodiments, this third message may access the partial file
content utilizing a data recovery functionality available to the
editor. In response to receiving the third message, the editor
produces the requested subset of the stored data correspond-
ing to the size indicated by the user.

An embodiment of a computer-implemented method com-
prises causing an engine to receive from an editor, a decline to
open a file due to a file size. In response to receiving the
decline, the engine is caused to generate a first message
asking whether a user desires to access a subset of the file. In
response to receiving user assent to the first message, the
engine is caused to generate a second message requesting
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2

user input to define a volume of the subset. In response to
receiving a reply to the second message, the engine is caused
to generate a third message requesting the editor to produce
the volume of the subset.

A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
embodies a computer program for performing a method com-
prising causing an engine to receive from an editor, a decline
to open a file due to a file size. In response to receiving the
decline, the engine is caused to generate a first message
asking whether a user desires to access a subset of the file. In
response to receiving user assent to the first message, the
engine is caused to generate a second message requesting
user input to define a volume of the subset, the second mes-
sage including a default for the volume. In response to receiv-
ing a reply to the second message, the engine is caused to
generate a third message requesting the editor to produce the
volume of the subset.

An embodiment of a computer system comprises one or
more processors and a software program, executable on said
computer system. The software program is configured to
cause an engine to receive from a .txt editor or a .csv editor, a
decline to open a file due to a file size. In response to receiving
the decline, the software program is configured to cause the
engine to generate a first message asking whether a user
desires to access a subset of the file. In response to receiving
user assent to the first message, the software program is
configured to cause the engine to generate a second message
requesting user input to define a volume of the subset, the
second message including a default for the volume. In
response to receiving a reply to the second message, the
software program is configured to cause the engine to gener-
ate a third message requesting the editor to produce the vol-
ume of the subset.

According to an embodiment the second message include
a default for the volume.

In certain embodiments the default is determined by the
engine to allow the subset to be opened by the editor.

In some embodiments a unit of the volume is determined
based upon communication between the engine and the edi-
tor.

In various embodiments a unit of the volume comprises a
page.

According to particular embodiments a unit of the volume
comprises a character.

In some embodiments the third message is in a format
recognized by a data retrieval functionality of the editor.

In certain embodiments the third message is in a format
recognized by a data recovery functionality of the editor.

The following detailed description and accompanying
drawings provide a better understanding of the nature and
advantages of particular embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a simplified view of a system according to an
embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a simplified flow diagram of a process according
to an embodiment.

FIG. 2A is a simplified flow diagram illustrating the role of
the engine in displaying a partial file content.

FIG. 3 shows an example of a message returned from the
editor upon attempting to access a large data file.

FIG. 4 shows an example of a first message sent from the
engine to a user.

FIG. 5 shows an example of a second message sent from
the engine to a user.
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FIG. 6 illustrates hardware of a special purpose computing
machine configured to allow partial data access according to
an embodiment.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a computer system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are techniques for limiting display con-
tent in an editor for large data volumes. The apparatuses,
methods, and techniques described below may be imple-
mented as a computer program (software) executing on one or
more computers. The computer program may further be
stored on a computer readable medium. The computer read-
able medium may include instructions for performing the
processes described below.

In the following description, for purposes of explanation,
numerous examples and specific details are set forth in order
to provide a thorough understanding of the present invention.
It will be evident, however, to one skilled in the art that the
present invention as defined by the claims may include some
or all of the features in these examples alone or in combina-
tion with other features described below, and may further
include modifications and equivalents of the features and
concepts described herein.

A computer system comprises an engine interposed
between a user and an editor. The engine is configured to
receive those messages from the editor denying user access to
large data files. In response to receipt of such a message from
the editor, the engine is configured to communicate a first
message to the user asking whether the user desires to open a
subset of the file contents using the editor. Upon receipt of an
affirmative message from the user, the engine is configured to
communicate a second message to the user seeking input on
a size of the file subset that is to be accessed. Such file subset
size may be expressed in terms of number of pages, page
ranges, number of characters, % of the entire file size, or
various other criteria. In certain embodiments, this second
message may provide a default range to the user. The engine
then communicates to the editor, a third message specifying a
size of the subset of data that is to be provided. In certain
embodiments, this third message may access the partial file
content utilizing a data recovery functionality available to the
editor. In response to receiving the third message, the editor
produces the requested subset of the stored data correspond-
ing to the size indicated by the user.

FIG. 1 shows a simplified view of a system according to an
embodiment. System 100 comprises an editor 102 that is in
communication with a file 104 stored in a non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium 106. In certain embodi-
ments, the file 104 may comprise a database.

The editor 102 further comprises an interface portion 110.
The interface offers a user 112 a channel or pathway for
issuing instructions to the editor in order to access the file. The
interface also offers the editor a channel for returning data to
the user.

Also shown in the system of FIG. 1, is an engine 108.
Engine 108 is in communication with the editor and with the
user.

Engine 108 is also in communication with a set of instruc-
tions 109 stored in a non-transitory computer readable stor-
age medium. These instructions cause the engine to perform
certain actions as are now described below.

For example, engine 108 is configured to receive certain
messages communicated from the editor. That is, when a user
message 110 seeks access to a file containing a large data
volume, the interface may be programmed to respond with a
specific message 112 indicating the file is unable to be opened
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4

by the editor owing to its size. FIG. 3 provides a simplified
view of an example of such a message

Engine 108 is poised to receive this message 112 as input.
In response, the engine is configured to communicate to the
user, a first message 114 inquiring whether the user is willing
to limit the size of the displayed content in order to allow
access to occur. FIG. 4 provides a simplified view of one
example of this message.

If in reply message 116 the user indicates assent to the
proposed limiting of content, the engine and editor may then
exchange communications 117 to determine one or more
factors such as the overall size of the file, the maximum size
of a file portion that the editor will produce, and/or units
quantifying the portion of the file to be produced.

Communications between the engine and the editor may
also indicate the mechanism by which the editor may be
ordered to produce only a part of the file. In particular, some
editors may feature a primary data retrieval functionality that
is specifically designed to produce only a subset of a file.

Other editors, however, may lack such an inherent partial
data retrieval functionality. Under such circumstances the
engine may instead rely upon a (secondary) data recovery
functionality of the editor, in order to produce only a subset of
the file. This alternative approach is discussed further below.

Upon learning this information from the editor, the engine
sends a second message 118 requesting user input regarding
the scope of the information that is to be retrieved. FIG. 5§
provides a simplified view of this message.

In particular, the second message 118 includes a first field
120 for specifying a beginning bound of the range of data that
is to be provided by the editor. The message 118 also includes
a second field 122 for specifying a closing bound of the range
of data that is to be provided by the editor.

According to certain embodiments such as the one shown
here, the message may include a default value for the size of
the subset of the file that is to be returned by the editor. In
some embodiments, the size of this default value may be
informed by communication between the engine and the edi-
tor, so that it will not result in another refusal to open the file.

In this particular instance the default value is the first 100
pages of the file. However, this is just an example and in
alternative embodiments other default values may be speci-
fied.

Returning to FIG. 1, the user then provides to the engine
102, a response 124 to the message 118. This response
includes the information regarding the size of the subset of the
data that is to be provided by the editor.

Then, the engine sends to the editor, a third message 126
requesting the editor to produce only the subset of the file that
was specified by the user. In certain embodiments, this mes-
sage 126 may be structured for recognition by functionality of
the editor designed to receive requests to producing only a
subset of an existing file.

Thus, the editor may be designed to open less than the
entire file. Accordingly, FIG. 1 shows the editor returning to
the user, a portion 130 of the file according to the specified
range. The user can now access this partial file information.

A specific example is now provided in connection with the
HANA STUDIO available from SAP AG of Walldorf, Ger-
many. The HANA STUDIO is an Eclipse-based, integrated
development environment (IDE) that is used to develop arti-
facts in a HANA server. Here, HANA refers to an in-memory
database available from SAP AG.

The HANA Studio allows technical users to manage the
SAP HANA database, to create and manage user authoriza-
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tions, to create new or modify existing models of data etc. The
SAP HANA STUDIO also includes an editor that is used to
manage the data files.

When user tries to open a big data file in SAP HANA
STUDIO, a message may be returned indicating: ‘JAVA heap
space error’. At this point, the user is not able to access any
portion of the big data file.

However, through action of an intervening engine as has
been described above, the user may communicate details
regarding a subset of data that is to be produced by the SAP
HANA STUDIO. In response to a user message specifying a
size of a subset of the file, the SAP HANA STUDIO may
produce a portion of the large database file for the user’s
review.

In connection with this particular example, it is noted that
the editor interface for the SAP HANA STUDIO is specifi-
cally designed to receive instructions to retrieve only a subset
of the data file. However, certain editors may not feature this
inherent functionality to retrieve only a portion of a file.

Accordingly, in certain embodiments the engine may be
specifically configured to communicate a message to the edi-
tor that leverages upon some other existing functionality in
order to allow production of the data subset by the editor. One
example of such alternative functionality in the editor, may
comprise a data recovery mechanism.

Specifically, an unexpected system failure or other contin-
gency event can lead to corruption of information in a file. In
order to avoid the complete loss of the stored information, the
editor may be designed to permit partial access to uncor-
rupted data in order to allow reconstruction of the file. Thus
according to certain embodiments, the engine is specifically
designed to create a message in a format that is recognized by
an existing data recovery functionality offered by the editor.

Based upon its interaction with the editor, the engine may
designate the units by which the size of the subset of the file
that is to be produced, may be measured. In certain embodi-
ments, the size of the subset of the file may be measured in
units of pages. As shown in the embodiment of the example,
the user may be presented with the option to select page
ranges of the data file for display. Such page ranges can, but
need not, start at the beginning of the file.

While the above example has featured granting of partial
file access quantified in terms of pages, this is not required. In
alternative embodiments, the size of the partial subset of the
file may be quantified in units other than pages. One example
of such a unit could be a number of characters.

According to still other embodiments, the size of the subset
of the file to be produced by the editor, may be quantified in
relative terms according to the overall size of the file. Thus, a
user could indicate that he or she wishes to access some
specific percentage of the overall file. In certain embodiments
where the percentage need not commence from the beginning
of the file, this percentage could be specified in terms of a
visual affordance of adjustable length within a larger area
(e.g., a tab within a slider).

As mentioned above, in particular embodiments the file
containing the large volume of data may comprise a database.
This database may be a conventional disk-type database.

Alternatively, the database may have an in-memory data-
base architecture that stores the data file in a Random Access
Memory (RAM). One such an in-memory data is the HANA
database available from SAP AG of Walldorf, Germany.
Other examples of in-memory databases include the
SYBASE 1Q database also available from SAP AG; the
Microsoft Embedded SQL for C (ESQL/C) database avail-
able from Microsoft Corp. of Redmond, Wash.; and the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

EXALYTICS In-Memory database available from Oracle
Corp. of Redwood Shores, Calif.

FIG. 2 is a simplified flow diagram showing a process 200
according to an embodiment. In a first step 202 a file is opened
by an editor.

In a second step 204 the editor will check if file is too large
to open. If'the file is not too large to open, then it will open the
file normally in step 206.

Ifthe file is too large to open, then in step 208 the editor will
show the message like ‘file is too big to open by editor’ and
provide an option to user to display the limited content of a
file.

In step 210, the engine provides an option to specify the
range for display the content of file. In some embodiments a
default range can be supplied in case the user does not provide
any range.

If the specified range is still large to be displayed, then the
procedure returns to the previous step 204. If the specified
range is within the permissible range, then in step 206 the
editor will display the limited file content.

FIG. 2A is a simplified flow diagram illustrating the role of
the engine in a process 250 of displaying a partial content of
a file by an editor. In a first step 252, the engine receives from
the editor, a message indicating the editor is declining to open
a file due to the large volume of data within the file.

In a second step 254, the engine generates and sends a first
message inquiring whether the user is interested in accessing
a subset of the file volume. In a third step 256, the engine
receives a message from the user assenting to partial file
access.

In a fourth step 258, the engine sends a second message to
the user requesting input in the form of a range of defining the
file subset. As mentioned previously, in certain embodiments
this second message may include a default range.

Upon receiving a user reply to the second message, in a
fifth step 260 the engine sends a third message to the editor
including the input range. As mentioned previously, this third
message may be in a format recognized by the (primary)
editor data retrieval functionality, or may be in a format
recognized by a (secondary) editor data recovery functional-
ity.

Upon receiving the third message from the engine, the
editor communicates the partial data from the file correspond-
ing to the user’s input range.

FIG. 6 illustrates hardware of a special purpose computing
machine configured to allow partial file access according to
an embodiment. In particular, computer system 601 com-
prises a processor 602 that is in electronic communication
with a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
603. This computer-readable storage medium has stored
thereon code 605 corresponding to instructions. Code 604
corresponds to an engine. Code may be configured to refer-
ence data stored in a database of a non-transitory computer-
readable storage medium, for example as may be present
locally or in a remote database server. Software servers
together may form a cluster or logical network of computer
systems programmed with software programs that communi-
cate with each other and work together in order to process
requests.

An example computer system 710 is illustrated in FIG. 7.
Computer system 710 includes a bus 705 or other communi-
cation mechanism for communicating information, and a pro-
cessor 701 coupled with bus 705 for processing information.
Computer system 710 also includes a memory 702 coupled to
bus 705 for storing information and instructions to be
executed by processor 701, including information and
instructions for performing the techniques described above,
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for example. This memory may also be used for storing vari-
ables or other intermediate information during execution of
instructions to be executed by processor 701. Possible imple-
mentations of this memory may be, but are not limited to,
random access memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM),
or both. A storage device 703 is also provided for storing
information and instructions. Common forms of storage
devices include, for example, ahard drive, a magnetic disk, an
optical disk, a CD-ROM, a DVD, a flash memory, a USB
memory card, or any other medium from which a computer
canread. Storage device 703 may include source code, binary
code, or software files for performing the techniques above,
for example. Storage device and memory are both examples
of computer readable mediums.

Computer system 710 may be coupled via bus 705 to a
display 712, such as a cathode ray tube (CRT) or liquid crystal
display (LCD), for displaying information to a computer user.
An input device 711 such as a keyboard and/or mouse is
coupled to bus 705 for communicating information and com-
mand selections from the user to processor 701. The combi-
nation of these components allows the user to communicate
with the system. In some systems, bus 705 may be divided
into multiple specialized buses.

Computer system 710 also includes a network interface
804 coupled with bus 805. Network interface 704 may pro-
vide two-way data communication between computer system
710 and the local network 720. The network interface 704
may be a digital subscriber line (DSL) or a modem to provide
data communication connection over a telephone line, for
example. Another example of the network interface is a local
area network (LAN) card to provide a data communication
connection to a compatible LAN. Wireless links are another
example. In any such implementation, network interface 704
sends and receives electrical, electromagnetic, or optical sig-
nals that carry digital data streams representing various types
of information.

Computer system 710 can send and receive information,
including messages or other interface actions, through the
network interface 704 across a local network 720, an Intranet,
or the Internet 730. For a local network, computer system 710
may communicate with a plurality of other computer
machines, such as server 715. Accordingly, computer system
710 and server computer systems represented by server 715
may form a cloud computing network, which may be pro-
grammed with processes described herein. In the Internet
example, software components or services may reside on
multiple different computer systems 710 or servers 731-735
across the network. The processes described above may be
implemented on one or more servers, for example. A server
731 may transmit actions or messages from one component,
through Internet 730, local network 720, and network inter-
face 704 to a component on computer system 710. The soft-
ware components and processes described above may be
implemented on any computer system and send and/or
receive information across a network, for example.

The above description illustrates various embodiments of
the present invention along with examples of how aspects of
the present invention may be implemented. The above
examples and embodiments should not be deemed to be the
only embodiments, and are presented to illustrate the flexibil-
ity and advantages of the present invention as defined by the
following claims. Based on the above disclosure and the
following claims, other arrangements, embodiments, imple-
mentations and equivalents will be evident to those skilled in
the art and may be employed without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as defined by the claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

an engine receiving from an editor, a decline to open a file

due to a file size;

the engine processing the decline to generate a first mes-

sage asking whether a user desires to access a subset of
the file;

the engine storing the first message in a non-transitory

computer readable storage medium;

the engine processing a user assent to the first message to

generate a second message requesting user input to
define a volume of the subset;

the engine storing second message in the non-transitory

computer readable storage medium;

the engine processing a reply to the second message to

generate a third message requesting the editor to pro-
duce the volume of the subset, wherein the third message
is in a format recognized by a data retrieval functionality
of the editor;

the engine storing the third message in the non-transitory

computer readable storage medium; and

the engine sending the third message to cause the editor to

return the volume of the subset to the user for display.

2. A method as in claim 1 wherein the second messages
include a default for the volume.

3. A method as in claim 2 wherein the default is determined
by the engine to allow the subset to be opened by the editor.

4. A method as in claim 1 wherein a unit of the volume is
determined based upon communication between the engine
and the editor.

5. A method as in claim 1 wherein a unit of the volume
comprises a page.

6. A method as in claim 1 wherein a unit of the volume
comprises a character.

7. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
embodying a computer program for performing a method
comprising:

an engine receiving from an editor, a decline to open a file

due to a file size;

the engine processing the decline to generate a first mes-

sage asking whether a user desires to access a subset of
the file;

the engine storing the first message in a non-transitory

computer readable storage medium;

the engine processing a user assent to the first message to

generate a second message requesting user input to
define a volume of the subset, the second message
including a default for the volume;

the engine storing the second message in the non-transitory

computer readable storage medium;

the engine processing a reply to the second message to

generate a third message requesting the editor to pro-
duce the volume of the subset, wherein the third message
is in a format recognized by a data retrieval functionality
of the editor;

the engine storing the third message in the non-transitory

computer readable storage medium; and

the engine sending the third message to cause the editor to

return the volume of the subset to the user for display.

8. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium as
in claim 7 wherein the default is determined by the engine to
allow the subset to be opened by the editor.

9. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium as
in claim 7 wherein a unit of the volume is determined based
upon communication between the engine and the editor.

10. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium as
in claim 7 wherein a unit of the volume comprises a page.
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11. A computer system comprising:

one Or more processors;

a software program, executable on said computer system,
the software program configured to:

an engine receiving from a .txt editor or a .csv editor, a
decline to open a file due to a file size;

the engine processing the decline to generate a first mes-
sage asking whether a user desires to access a subset of
the file;

store the first message in a non-transitory computer read-
able storage medium; and

processing a user assent to the first message to generate a
second message requesting user input to define a volume
of'the subset, the second message including a default for
the volume;

store the second message in the non-transitory computer
readable storage medium;
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process a reply to the second message to generate a third
message requesting the editor to produce the volume of
the subset, wherein the third message is in a format
recognized by a data retrieval functionality of the editor;

store the third message in the non-transitory computer
readable storage medium; and

send the third message to cause the editor to return the

volume of the subset to the user for display.

12. A computer system as in claim 11 wherein the default
is determined by the engine to allow the subset to be opened
by the editor.

13. A computer system as in claim 11 wherein a unit of the
volume is determined based upon communication between
the engine and the editor.

14. A computer system as in claim 11 wherein a unit of the
volume comprises pages, characters, or a relative portion of
the file size.



